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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1 . The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-10, 13-14, 16-25, 28-37, 39, and 41 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Takeda et al (US 2002/0064180 A1). 

Regarding claim 1 , Takeda et al discloses a digital broadcast receiver for 
receiving and decoding a digital broadcast containing video data and audio data which 
are transmitted in the form of a transport stream (Fig. 1), said receiver comprising: 

interface means (the recording apparatus 128 and the reproducing apparatus 
129 of Fig. 1, page 7, paragraphs #0106 and #0107) through which a transport stream 
and a command are transmitted to, or received from, a recording/reproducing 
apparatus; 
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judging means (processing means 118 of Fig. 1, pages 8-9, paragraphs #0118 
and #0120) for determining information corresponding to a transmission rate of a 
received transport stream of a received digital broadcast; and 

recording rate setting command generating means (page 9, paragraph #0120) for 
generating a recording rate setting command on the basis of the information 
corresponding to the transmission rate and for transmitting the recording rate setting 
command to the recording/reproducing apparatus through said interface means. 

Regarding claim 2, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means generates the recording rate setting command 
when the recording/reproducing apparatus is connected to said digital broadcast 
receiver through said interface means (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 3, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means generates the recording rate setting command 
just before the received transport stream is transmitted to the recording/reproducing 
apparatus (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 4, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means generates the recording rate setting command 
before the recording/reproducing apparatus starts recording the received transport 
stream (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 5, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means generates the recording rate setting command 
when a reception channel is switched (page 9, paragraph #0120). 
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Regarding claim 6, Takeda et ai discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means generates the recording rate setting command 
when a broadcast program is changed (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 7, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means periodically generates the recording rate 
setting command according to a predetermined period (page 9, paragraph #0121). 

Regarding claim 8, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means generates the recording rate setting command 
when a request command is received from the recording/reproducing apparatus (page 
9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 9, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein, when the 
transmission rate of the received transport stream is changed during a recording 
operation in the recording/reproducing apparatus, said recording rate setting command 
generating means temporarily stops the recording operation and generates the 
recording rate setting command anew (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 10, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein the information 
corresponding to the transmission rate indicates a high definition television broadcast or 
a standard television broadcast (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 13, Takeda et al discloses a recording apparatus ((Fig. 1), 
comprising: 

interface means (the recording apparatus 128 and the reproducing apparatus 
129 of Fig. 1 , page 7, paragraphs #0106 and #0107) for transmitting a transport stream 
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and a command to, and for receiving a transport stream and a command from, a digital 
broadcast receiver; 

recording means (the recording apparatus 128 and the reproducing apparatus 
129 of Fig. 1 , page 7, paragraphs #0106 and #0107) for recording a transport stream 
received from the digital broadcast receiver through said interface means; and 

recording rate setting means (page 9, paragraph #0120) for setting a recording 
rate of said recording means in accordance with a recording rate setting command 
received from the digital broadcast receiver through said interface means. 

Regarding claim 14, Takeda et al discloses the claimed means for generating to 
the digital broadcast receiver a request command for setting the recording rate page 9, 
paragraph #0120). 

The method claims 16-25 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in 
corresponding apparatus claims 1-10 above, respectively. 

Regarding claim 28, Takeda et al discloses a digital broadcast receiver (Fig. 1 ), 
comprising: 

a receiver (a tuner 126 of Fig. 1 , pages 5-6, paragraphs #0094 and #0096) for 
receiving a digital broadcast signal and for providing a transport stream representing 
video data and audio data; 

a processor (processor 1 18 of Fig. 1 , page 9, paragraph #0120) for generating a 
command that sets a recording rate as a function of a transmission rate of the transport 
stream; and 
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an interface (the recording apparatus 128 and the reproducing apparatus 129 of 
Fig. 1 , page 7, paragraphs #0106 and #0107) for transmitting the command and the 
transport stream to a recording apparatus, whereby the recording apparatus records the 
transport stream in accordance with the set recording rate. 

Regarding claim 29, Takeda et al discloses the claimed said processor generates 
the command when said interface detects that the recording apparatus is connected 
thereto (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 30, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said processor 
generates the command just before the transport stream is transmitted to the recording 
apparatus (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 31, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said recording 
rate setting command generating means generates the recording rate setting command 
before the recording/reproducing apparatus starts recording the received transport 
stream (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 32, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said processor 
generates the command when a reception channel is switched (page 9, paragraph 
#0120). 

Regarding claim 33, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said processor 
generates the command when a broadcast program is changed (page 9, paragraph 
#0120). 
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Regarding claim 34, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said processor 
periodically generates the command according to a predetermined period (page 9, 
paragraph #0121). 

Regarding claim 35, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said processor 
generates the command when a request command is received from the recording 
apparatus (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 36, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein when the 
transmission rate of the transport stream is changed during a recording operation in the 
recording apparatus, said processor temporarily stops the recording operation and 
generates the command anew (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Regarding claim 37, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said processor 
determines the transmission rate as a function of whether the transport stream is a high 
definition television broadcast or a standard television broadcast (page 9, paragraph 
#0120). 

Regarding claim 39, Takeda et al discloses a recording apparatus (Fig. 1), 
comprising: 

an interface (the recording apparatus 128 and the reproducing apparatus 129 of 
Fig. 1, page 7, paragraphs #0106 and #0107) for coupling to a digital broadcast receiver 
for receiving a transport stream and commands therefrom and for transmitting requests 
thereto; 
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a recorder (the recording apparatus 128 and the reproducing apparatus 129 of 
Fig. 1, page 7, paragraphs #0106 and #0107) for recording the received transport 
stream; and 

a processor (processing means 1 18 of Fig. 1, pages 8-9, paragraphs #0118 and 
#0120) for setting a recording rate of said recorder in accordance with a recording rate 
setting command received from the digital broadcast receiver. 

Regarding claim 41, Takeda et al discloses the claimed wherein said processor 
generates a request for setting the recording rate for transmission to the digital 
broadcast receiver through said interface (page 9, paragraph #0120). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 11-12, 15, 26-27, 38, 40, and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Takeda et al (US 2002/0064180 A1). 

Regarding claim 11, Takeda et al discloses all the claimed limitations as 
discussed in claim 1 above except for providing wherein when the recording rate 
corresponding to the received recording rate setting command cannot be set, said 
recording rate setting means causes an alarm to be displayed in the recording 
apparatus. 
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It is noted that the capability of using lights to show the operational states of the 
recorder is old and well known in the art and; therefore, Official Notice is taken. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the well known lights which shown the operational states of the 
recorder into Takeda et al's system in order to allow the user to easily and quickly 
identify the operational states of the recorder so that the recorder can be easily 
controlled. 

Regarding claim 12, Takeda et al discloses all the claimed limitations as 
discussed in claim 1 except for providing wherein said interface means includes an 
IEEE1394 interface. 

Takeda et al additionally teaches that, as a transmitting medium 114 used for 
transmission and reception of digital video and audio data, P1394 interface can be used 
in page 6, paragraph #0096. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate the P1394 interface into the recording apparatus 128 and the 
reproducing apparatus 129 of Fig. 1 of Takeda et al because P1394 interface has 
higher transmission rate. 

Claim 15 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 12 above. 

Method claims 26-27 are rejected for the same reasons as discussed in 
corresponding apparatus claims 11-12 above, respectively. 

Claim 38 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 12. 

Claim 40 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 1 1 . 
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Claim 42 is rejected for the same reasons as discussed in claim 12. 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

The cited references relate to an apparatus for recording/reproducing video 

signal. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thai Tran whose telephone number is (703) 305-4725. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. to Friday, 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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